
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E807 March 30, 2009 
H.R. 1105 incorrectly named me as a re-

questor of the ‘‘Ohio Hub Cleveland—Colum-
bus Rail Corridor, OH’’ project in the Research 
and Development Account of the Federal Rail 
Administration. I did not request this project. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JANICE 
KAMINIS PLATT IN HONOR OF 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 30, 2009 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
in recognition of Women’s History Month, I 
rise today to honor Janice Kaminis Platt, a de-
voted advocate for our natural environment, 
high ethical standards, and education in the 
Tampa Bay area. Ms. Platt’s life is an example 
of true integrity in public service. 

Ms. Platt was born in St. Petersburg, Florida 
and is a 1958 graduate of Florida State Uni-
versity where she was the Vice-President of 
the student body, President of the Student 
Council and was a member of Phi Beta Kappa 
and Phi Kappa Phi, Mortar Board, and Hall of 
Fame. Later in life, from 2004–2006, Ms. Platt 
returned to her roots, serving as the Chair of 
the Tampa Bay Phi Beta Kappa Alumni Asso-
ciation. 

Ms. Platt’s love of Tampa Bay’s natural en-
vironment formed her strong advocacy for 
growth management and environmental pro-
tections. She was never afraid to say ‘‘no’’ to 
special interests who sought unwise or un-
timely permission to promote development or 
environmental harm. 

Ms. Platt was elected to serve on the 
Tampa City Council from 1974–1978 and then 
elected to serve as a commissioner on the 
Hillsborough Board of County Commissioners 
from 1978–1994 and from 1996–2004. She 
also served as chair of the commission sev-
eral times during her tenure. 

Ms. Platt was named as a member of the 
American Library Association’s ‘‘Freedom to 
Read Honor Roll’’ and received the ‘‘Best 
Friend of the Year’’ award from the Friends of 
the Library of Hillsborough County, Inc. in 
1999. In honor of her committed work with li-
braries and education, the Jan Kaminis Platt 
Regional Library was dedicated to her on De-
cember 11, 2000. Hillsborough Head Start is 
viewed as a model among other institutions 
nationwide because of Jan Platt’s guiding 
hand over many years. 

Her extensive list of awards and achieve-
ments is remarkable. She has received more 
than fifty, demonstrating how much time and 
energy she devotes to truly making a dif-
ference. Her awards include: the Florida State 
University Distinguished Alumna for the Col-
lege of Social Sciences Award, The University 
of Tampa Ethics Award, the Mortar Board Dis-
tinguished Lifetime Member Award, and the 
Don Hansen Conservationist of the Year 
Award. 

In her lifetime as a public servant Ms. Platt 
has been a member of more than 40 commu-
nity Boards and has served as chair of more 
than 20 of these organizations. Ms. Platt was 
also a distinguished member of the Constitu-
tional Revision Commission. 

Madam Speaker, Jan Platt is an incredible 
woman who has dedicated her life to improv-

ing reading education in Tampa. I was proud 
to call her a colleague. She served as one of 
my most important role models of what a pub-
lic servant should be. I join many others to ap-
plaud her lifelong contribution to the Tampa 
Bay community. 
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INTRODUCTION OF A BILL EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
THAT PUBLIC SERVANTS BE 
COMMENDED FOR THEIR DEDICA-
TION AND CONTINUED SERVICE 
TO THE NATION DURING PUBLIC 
SERVICE RECOGNITION WEEK, 
MAY 4 THROUGH MAY 10, 2009 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 30, 2009 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, the week of 
May 4 through May 10, 2009 marks the 25th 
anniversary of Public Service Recognition 
Week (PSRW). PSRW is a week set aside to 
commemorate the hard work, dedication, and 
sacrifice made by our Nation’s Federal, State 
and local government employees. As Chair-
man of the Federal Workforce, Postal Service, 
and the District of Columbia Subcommittee, I 
am proud to introduce this resolution honoring 
public service and public servants. 

PSRW offers an opportunity for all Ameri-
cans to both recognize and learn about the 
significant contributions public sector employ-
ees make on a daily basis to our local com-
munities, states, and country. Whether fighting 
crime, educating future generations, or serving 
on the front line to protect our nation, public 
servants touch every aspect of our lives. 

While Public Service Week lasts only seven 
days, I believe that the contributions and sac-
rifices of public servants ought to be recog-
nized and appreciated throughout the entire 
year. By honoring public servants we show 
younger generations the importance of public 
service and inspire them to consider entering 
the field, whether on the federal, State, or 
local level of government. 

We, as a nation, have a responsibility to 
honor the commitment of government employ-
ees and to recognize that our country runs on 
their diligence and hard work. The commemo-
ration of Public Service Recognition Week 
stands as a reminder to every citizen that the 
sacrifices and contributions made by American 
public employees is what makes our country a 
more perfect union and our government one 
that is truly of the people, for the people and 
by the people. 
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CONGRATULATING THE MADISON 
COUNTY, OHIO CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE ON ITS 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. MARY JO KILROY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 30, 2009 

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to congratulate the Madison County Chamber 
of Commerce on the celebration of its 50th an-
niversary. The Chamber of Commerce has 

been extremely important in building and 
growing hundreds of businesses in Madison 
County. At this significant moment in time, 
with much volatility and uncertainty in our 
economy, it is important to recognize the role 
that local chambers of commerce play. 

The Madison County Chamber of Com-
merce’s purpose is to serve the businesses 
and entrepreneurs in the local community. The 
Chamber plays an integral role in bringing new 
ideas and jobs to the area while sustaining 
small businesses and working on their behalf. 
Small businesses are the backbone of our 
economy. They have continued to employ 
American workers through some of the tough-
est times in history. These businesses stay 
true to their employees and do everything they 
can to positively impact their local community. 

The Madison County Chamber of Com-
merce is working hard to ensure jobs stay at 
home in Central Ohio. Just last week the 
Chamber of Commerce announced nearly 
15,000 jobs are available in Madison County. 
These competitive jobs require high levels of 
training; with my support and the support of 
the Chamber of Commerce, we are committed 
to providing the proper resources to equip our 
workforce with the tools they need to prosper 
in the 21st Century work environment. 

Madam Speaker, I wish that our work here 
in Washington did not cause me to miss to-
night’s gathering. As the Madison County 
Chamber of Commerce begins its anniversary 
celebration, I am reminded of the importance 
of Main St. in our national economy and dedi-
cate my efforts to continuing a partnership that 
benefits central Ohio. 

I want to thank all of the businesses that 
contribute so much to Madison County and 
Central Ohio. I want to specifically acknowl-
edge the Chamber’s current leadership: Exec-
utive Director Sean Hughes, President of the 
Board of Directors Tim Suter, 1st Vice Presi-
dent Brenda Adams, 2nd Vice President Joan 
Denes, 3rd Vice President Pamela Peterman 
and Secretary-Treasurer Sarah Hankins-Miller. 
May the next 50 years be prosperous and 
successful. I ask that my colleagues join me to 
acknowledge and celebrate this milestone with 
my friends at the Madison Chamber of 
Commerce. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF ELLIE RICKER TO THE 
SCOTTSDALE SISTER CITIES AS-
SOCIATION 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 30, 2009 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Ellie Ricker for the many sig-
nificant contributions she has made to the 
Scottsdale Sister Cities Association. She has 
spent the last 30 years of her life working with 
Scottsdale’s sister cities of Alamos, Mexico; 
Cairns, Australia; Kingston, Canada; and 
Interlaken, Switzerland. 

Ellie, who is now retiring, was recently hon-
ored by Scottsdale Sister Cities for her three 
decades of loyal, dedicated work for the asso-
ciation and the people who benefit from their 
labor. She has served as secretary and rep-
resentative to Cairns and chair of the Alamos 
and Kingston home-stay committees. Her pas-
sionate activism has ranged from organizing 
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